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JH E moſt proper Preface, in my Opi- 
mon, that 5. poſſibly 7 prefix to the 
enſuing Diſcourſe, is Dr. Wilde's Will. 


The Copy of Dr. Wrixzpz's WILL, as 
* tothe Six Bibles, and a Sermon onWhit- 
_ ſun Tueſday for ever. 


I 


Dr. Ro ENT WII DE, 10 Auguſt, 1678. 
made his Will in Writing, and int. al. 
Demiſed. R 


XS for my Eſtate and Temporal Goods, 
which it pleaſed God bountifully to 
beſtow upon me, I do firſt of all and hereby 
give, beſtow and bequeath, to the Glory of 
God, the Sum of Fifty Pounds to my native 
Town of St. Ives, in the County of Huntingtoz, 
for and to ſuch Uſes and Purpoſes, and in 
ſuch a way and manner, and no other, as is 
written and appointed under my own Hand, 
in a Writing bearing even Date with theſe 
Preſents Deed and Teftament. Loi) 
ad appointed Joyce Wilde, his Relift, Exe- 
cntrix. ELL 


And app inted Robert Gu of Iſham, Gent. 
and Nia Al x 


w Orla bor of Polebrook, Gent. to 
be Querſeers of the ſaid Wil. Pans IN 
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WN the Name and to the Glory of God, 
Amen. 8 5 


WHERE AS I RosEkRT WII PDE of Oundle, 
Doccor of Divinity, have in my laſt Will and 
Teſtament, bearing date this 10th Day of Au- 
guſt, 1678. given and bequeathed the Sum of 
o l. unto the Town of St. Ives, in the Coun- Te 
ty of Huntington, limited into ſuch Directions ¶ at, 
and Appointments as I ſhould leave in Writ- MW WI 
ing, bearing the ſame Date with that my ſaid to 
Will and Teſtament :' Now I do make and Va 
declare this preſent Writing, under my own Pre 
Hand and Seal, to be my Mind and Will con- £ 
cerning the ſame, as followeth. Firſt, I re- 
que my dear Wife and Executrix, and de- 
fire my nominated Overſeers in that my Will 
to aſſiſt her therein, that within three Months 
after my Deceaſe, ſhe provide the Sum of 
Fifty Pounds in Money, and the ſame put 
forth with all poſſible Security and Care unto 
Intereſt, ſo it may yield the legal Uſe of 3 
Pounds yearly, which I have given, and do 
hereby appoint accordingly to be paid unto 
my two Sitters, Elizabeth eActon Widow, and 
Eaſter Wilde, both of St. Ives, yearly and eve- 
ry Year, upon the Feaſt of St. Thomas the A- 
poſtle, in equal Portions to be divided, during 
the Life of each of them, vis. Thirty Shil- 
lings apiece. And I deſire that the Miniſter, 
 Church-wardens, and four more of the chief 
Inhabitants of St. Tves, may by Letter have 
notice of this my Gift, and a true Copy here- 
of; and that they would conſult and b 
N „„ ES Oe Way, 
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The PREFACE. 
| Way, how the ſa id 50 . may be hy my Execu- 
trix laid out in Land, or ſome Rent-charge in 
or near St. Ives, for the raiſing the ſaid yearly 
Rent and Income of 3 J. for ever, to be diſpoſed 
T_T... EE gh 
1. Let the Townſmen take care that the 
Yearly Rent ariſing out of this 50 J. be paid 
at the Church upon Eaſter Monday or Tueſday, 
when the Meeting is for Town Accounts, in- 
to the hands of the Vicar, and two Church- 
wardens then choſen, in the ſight of thoſe then 
preſent, and upon the Communion-Table, 
2. And as ſoon as the Money is paid and re- 
ceived, then, there and at the ſame time, let 
the Miniſter and Church-wardens ſet down in 


in Writing the Names of twelve Perſons, ſix 
he ales and ſix Females, (1.) Such as are 
of Hand of good Report. (2.) All born in that 


wt ariſh. (3.) Each above the Age of twelve 
o ears. (4.) Every one able to read in the 
r 5 ESD 

3. Theſe 12 Perſons being choſen in the 
hurch, and by the Miniſter openly read and 
declared to be elected for that Year, they are 
to be acquainted, that at or upon the Tueſday 
hich ſhall be in Whitſaz Week following, 
hey ſhould reſort at Nine of the Clock in the 
Morning to the Church, and then and there 
ake their Lot at the Communion Table for 
ix Bibles, two and two to caft for a Bible, 
and no two to caſt twice for that Year. 


petwixt- Eaſter and Whitſunday, buy with the 
e der 
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g. Let the Miniſter and Church-wardens, 


2 in lin :forefaid; fla pla in and well 

N N Bibles, never exceeding the Price 

Yall gs for or each, and have them f in 

4 Pires gs 1 b 

Qny 22 4nday let the Miniſter give 

. Uh e PO ole, thar upon ls 12 

10 the Fain cn will be à Ser- 

= Ro” and Lots DP ging the ſix Bibles by 
2 twe Pe e.. 

TE 6% 7 Wed being paid fol, let the Over: 
_ plus of the Yearl Regt be tg pay the Mini. 
ſter Ten e a Sermoß, twelve Pence 
to the Clark, and the Overplus to be ſpent bj 
the Miniſter and Church-wardens, and ſuc 

as they think good to invite. 

7. Upon the Whitſun Tueſday before Morne 
ing Prayer, after the Sermon Bell 1s rung, the 
Miniſter and Officers, and other grave Townſ- 
2... -— on being ſet about the Table, the twelve Au 

elected Perſons being alſo preſent, the Mi. 
niſter in a few. Words praying to God to di- 
rect the Lots to his Glory, let a Sawcer with 
3 Dice be prepared, and preſented, upon the 
Table, and beginning* with the Males, let 
one Bible be caſt for by each Pair, and the 
Party who caſts the greateſt Number at one 
| Caſt, have that Book, and fo two and two, 
until all he caſt for. : 
. 8. Then let the Names of the Six, Whoſe 
Iot it proves to have the Books, be entred in- 
tg the Church-book or a Paper-hook on put 
1 N kept for it, and alſo the Names of then 
Bs. ke, e that ſo many of them a8 Y Fs 


The PREFACE. 


itil the next Year may have liberty before 


1 any others to be of the Number of the twelve 
© eto caſt Lots again. er TEA, 
n . 9. When this Work is done, then let the 


Six Perſons with their new Bibles go and fit 
ogether in ſome convenient Place before the 
iniſter. And my humble Requeſt is, that 
he Preacher would ſuit his Sermon as much 
as he can to the Occaſion, by commending the 
Excellency, Perfect ion, Divine Authority, Oc. 


-I- Wot the Holy Scriptures, with the Neceſſity of 
n- them to all Men, Sc. preſſing thoſe Perſons 
ce to whom God at that Day had given his 
by ford that they be thankful, and never ſell, 


pawn, or give them away whilſt they lived, 
but daily read and obey them, Sc. And let 


n are be ever taken, that no Perſon ſhall ever 
55 ave any more but one Bible. 

'nl- - „ 
0 Auguſt the roth, 1678. | Robert Wilde. 
di- Robert Fownes. 


Ralph Hartopp. 
ary Matin. 


MrNMORAN Dun, that this Writing was 
ade by me, and dated upon the 24th of June, 
in the Year 1677. and then teſtified by theſe 
itneſſes, and that I changed my Will and 
eſtament, and dated upon the 10th of Au- 
gut, 1678. And that I with mine own Hand 
made the Change of the Date of this Writing 
Mia the ſecond and third Line, and alſo in the 
E * 85 5 . B . 5 Date 


The PREFACE. 

Date above, and do own it as my AQ and 
„ * 

Auguſt the roth, 1678. Robert Wilde. 


This is a true Copy, examined from the Hand. 
writing of the aforeſaid Dr. Robert Wilde, 
e me, Tho. Cole 


* This Dr. wilde was the Author of a Satyrica 
Poem called Tter Boreale. «A great many Per 
ſons have cenſured his diſpoſing of the Bibles by 
throwing of Dice, as being not only whimſical 
but exceedingly indecent, eſpecially conſidering ith 
is done in @ Church. I defire ſuch, wheneve 
they ſhall find themſelves ſo piouſiy diſpoſed, as 
leave any thing towards the buying Books of R 
ligion and Devotion, for thoſe who are not abi 
to purchaſe them for themſelves, to oblige thi 
World with the Invention of a better way « 
IJ | | 
I make no eApology for the printing this Se, 
mon, which was never 3 with that dei 
but extorted from me by the Importunity of ſeveWW 
ral of my particular Friends, and other worth , 
Perſons that heard it. The very Conſideratid 
that it was done in commemoration of the Doctor 
oa Dein in diſtributing Bibles, and excitin 
ou to the reading them, uo might othe! 
wiſe have been altogether ignorant of that Sacrei 
Boo, ts @ ſufficient Excuſe, If T have [aid at 
thing in this plain Diſcourſe, which may be of «| 
to t 4 Hat want Inſtrubtion, 1 have my End. 
Swaveley, Aug. I, 1713. . e 8. OCKLE!Y 
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* 
Anniverſary Sermon, 
Preach'd on e 
 Whilſun-Tueſday, 
May 26. 171. 
At St. Ives, Huntingtonſbire. 


m 
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DxurkxOoNOMT VI. 6, 7. 
And theſe Words which I command thee this 
Day, ſhall be in thy Heart. 55 
And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto thy Chil- 
Aren: and ſhalt talk of them when thou 7 ago 
in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſt by the 
way; and when thou lieſt down, and when 


thou riſeſt ap. 


HE Jems, a Nation always addict- 
ed to Superſtition, which never fails 

to lead Men into Error, have fo in- 
— terpreted theſe and the following 
Vords, as if they were to be underſtood li- 
erally. Therefore, whereas it follows in the 


iN 
4 
. 
* 
1 
1 
ü 7 
i 


4 
o 
* . 
0 NB 
{74A 
17 
, 
4 
* 


This they ſo punctually obſerve, that if any 


queſtionably incur the Cenſure of an Here. 


Converſation with profane Idolaters, was con 


2 The Neceſſty of inſtructing 
next Verſe ; And thou ſhalt bind them for a Sign 
upon thine Hand, and they ſhall be as Frontletsl 
between thine Eyes; and thou ſhalt write them up- 
on the Poſts of thy Houſe, and on thy Gates: 


Perſon among them were to queſtion its be- 
ing a Tradition from Moſes, he would un. 


tick. And that they may lie the nearer to 
their Heart, they bind them upon their left 
Arm. Whether any part of this Practice 
was in uſe in Moſes his Days, the Diſtance off 
Time, Obſcurity of Tradition, and want off 
ſufficient Means of Information, doth not. 
permit us abſolutely to determine. But it 
doth not ſeem altogether improbable, that in 
thoſe Days of Ignorance, when there were no 
Books but only in the Hands of the Prieſts and 
learned Men, but that there might be ſome 


ſuch expedient found out to keep the Vulgaſ M 
in Remembrance of their Duty. But if it waſWex 
ſo, in after Ages it underwent the Fate God 
ſeveral other excellent Inſtitutions, and wa Chil 
abuſed by Superſtition. And what might aHPuſti 
firſt be intended only for a Remembrance offfwhc 
that Great God, who had brought them withW1ncc 
a ſirong Hand, and à ſtretched- out Arm, fromWity. 
under the Yoak of Egyptian Bondage, an tion 


verted into a fort of Magick, and looked up} 
on as a Charm. Upon which Account thol + 
Pieces of Parchment, which had theſe Words 
out of which have taken my Text, write 

. upon 
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Children m the . 1 


i2n pon them, were called * Phy/aeries, a Word 
let: lenoting Ne that hath a Power of pre- 
up- Nerving thoſe that wear it from Hazard and 
tes: Panger. But let the Original of this Cuſtom 
any have been derived from what it will, we are 
be · Jure of one fate Interpretation of our Text, 
.Fnamely, That it is the zndiſpenſable Duty of e- 
Ver) one profeſſing Faith in the true God, not on- 
2 to lay to Heart all his Divine Com- 
Pands, but upon all Occaſions diligently to incul- 
Yate the Practice of them to all others, eſpecially 
0 his Children and Family, whom God hath in 4 

| ore particular manner committed to his Care. 
A theſe Words which I command thee this 
2 , ſpall be in thy Heart, and thou ſhalt teach 
em diligently unto thy Children: | and ſhalt 
Fall of them when thou ſitteſt in thine Houſe, and 
When thou walkeſt by the way; and when thou li- 
donn, and when thou riſeſt up. 
Which Words, though limited in the 
ext, to thoſe particular Commands which 
God did there, and at that time deliver to the 
hildren of Iſrael, I ſhall without any In- 
juſtice, take the Liberty to extend to the 
hole Will of God revealed in the Scriptures; 
fince all being derived from the fame Autho- 
Writy, muſt of Neceſſity be of equal Obliga- 
tion ; and ſhew, 


* 


* Matth, 23. 3. 


The Neceſſity of infiruding 


I. What aſe we are to make of the Scriptan 

our ſelves, | 

II. The Obligation we lie under to teach then 
to our Children. * 


1. I ſhall not here trouble you with am 
of the Niceties of thoſe Controverſies re) 
lating to the Authority of the Canon offi 
Scripture; nor the ſeveral Tranſlations and 
Editions of it: My Buſineſs at preſent being 
only to inſtru honeſt and ſincere Chriſtian 
in the due Uſe of it. I ſhall only ſay this, that 
the preſent Tranſlation which we uſe is de 
ſervedly approved by Perſons of very great 
Judgment, as having been performed by Men 
of eminent Learning and ſingular Integrity 
And tho' in a Work of that Nature it is im- 
poſſible but ſomething ſhould eſcape; yet 
ought not any one to be concern'd at that; 
ſince there was never any Tranſlation fo faul. 
ty, but it was ſufficient for the main End 
namely, to inſtruct the Chriſtian in the true N, 
Knowledge of his Duty, and point out to 
him the Means of his Salvation. For In. 
ſtance, what Tranſlation was there ever fo 
bad, but that a Man might find in it, He that 
believeth and is baptized ſhall be ſaved, but he. 
that believeth not ſhall be damned? And what - 
ſoever elſe is eſſential to his everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs ? Whatſoever elſe may occur beſides 
this is Matter of Speculation or Hiſtory, and 
tho? thankfully received by the ny 5 


Children in the Scriptures. 
Religious, yet to vain Minds puffed up with 
zelf- conceit, and more deſirous of Oſtenta- 
ion, than to approve themſelves to God, it 
ften adminiſters Matter of Diſpute and un- 
profitable Jangling, tending more to the 
Breach of Chriſtian Charity than to Edifica- 
ion: as the Apoſtle ſays in the Firſt Epiſtle 
% Timothy, Neither give heed to Fables and end- 
We/s Genealogies, which miniſter Queſtions rather 
Shan Eaifying, which is in Faith, "Theſe things 
Wuſt therefore be diligently avoided by ſin- 
ere Chriſtians, remembring what the Apo- 
Wile adds in the Verſe immediately following, 


that Nom the End of the Commandment is Charity, 
de- hut of 4 pure Heart, and of a good Conſcience, 
real, of Faith unfeig ned. And what the Apo- 
Menſſtle St. James ſaith, Pare Religion, and unde- 
rita before God, is to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
im idoms in their Mliction, and to keep himſelf 
Ds enſpotted from the World. Beſides, Perſons 
R 5 Iyrhoſe Condition of Life doth by no means 
Tn fford them Leiſure or Opportunity toenquire 
' 


Into things of a more abſtruſe and remote 
Nature, ought in Modeſty to leave canvaſing 
hings, which exceed the Reach of their 
Dapacities, to Perſons who are more properly 
alled to it; aſſuring themſelves, that if they 
mold faſt the Truths of the Goſpel in Since- 


it he ity of Obedience, they have choſen the better 
Ja 5. F art, which ſhall not be taken away from them. 
ſides bi 5 
and 


Ver. 4. t Ven 3. | Chap . 2. 


6 The Neceſſity of inſtructing 
And there is this further Satisfaction, that thoſe he C 
Things of the leaſt Moment are always moſt 
perplexing. and difficult; whereas thoſe other 
of the greateſt and weightieſt Concern are le- 
vel to the meaneſt Apprehenſions and Capaci- 
ties. So that the Loſs on the one ſide is either 
none at all, or very inconſiderable. For what egit 
is a Man the worſe if he ſhould not be able to be 
reconcile a ſeeming Contradiction in the Scrip-Wnej;x 
ture, or unfold a difficult Paſſage ? But if his 
' Curioſity ſhould carry him fo far, as for the 
Sake of theſe Niceties to neglect the weightier 
Works of the Law, his Loſs would be irrepa- 
rable. And let this ſuffice briefly, in Order 
to ſatisfy you that it is our Duty not to be over 
nice and inquiſitive ; but rather, Who f 
2. To lay ap in the very bottom of our Heart 
whatſoever we find that may in the leaſt Reſpet? con 
tribute to the Perfection of our corrupted Nature 
And here give me leave to point out ſome Thing 
which may be of uſe in reading the Scriptures; 
which to a great many ſeems to be a dry irk 
ſome Imployment ; not that they want Dili 
gence, but a more clear and diſtin Apprehen 
ſion of Things, and ſome better Information 
The Holy Scriptures contain a prodigious Va 
riety of Materials, which cannot poſſibly avoiq berle 
being exceedingly diverting and agreeable t. 
the laſt Degree to any Perſon, that is never ſſ 
little affected with a true Senſe of Religion = 


Who can help being ſwallow'd up with Admi * K 
ration when he contemplates the wonderful db. 


Wiſdom, and Power of God in the Works 5 


Children i im the Lee : 7 
zoſe he Creation? of which we have a lively Account 
dot in the Books of Geneſis, Job, and 1 . ol the 
her Palms? Who muſt not needs Mcted with 
le. rove and Fear, wlien he betblds the, various 
act-Wpiſpenſations of his Providence both in the ſe- 
ther yere Execution of his Vengeance upon the im- 
hat penitent and diſobedient, and the Methods 
e towhich he is pleaſed to make Uſe of, for the 
rip. I pelive rance of thoſe that put their Truſt in him. 
' hisgor the former we have pregnant Inſtances in 

tothe * Expulſion of our firſt Parents from Para- 
Wieſe, and Death coming upon them and their 
cha poſterity upon Account of their Breach of the 
rderErf Covenant. In the Puniſhment of ꝶ Cain for 
oVEthe inhuman Murder of his innocent Brother, In 
the Deſtruction of the Old World by Water; 
and |||} Sodom and Gomorrah by Fire. * In the 
Confuſion of Languages at the Tower of Babel. 
And laſtly, to pais by a Multirude of other In- 
ances that might be produced, in the Capti- 
vity of the Children of + 1/rae/, and the || De- 
ſtruct ion of Jeruſalem and the 1 emple. Oa rhe 
other Hand we have illuſtrious Inſtances of his 
Mercy and Loving-kindneſs towards the Righ- 
teous, exemplified in the Perſons of || Noah, 
ll ehe, * Lot, | Joſeph, || Moſes, and tium- 
gs others ſufficiently known to a one 


* . +. - s ' ap. 
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not the Angels which ſinned, but caſt them domi 
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to the utmoſt of our Power, Bur to proceei 
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converſant in the Scriptures. - All which were 
written and preſerved upon Record for our In. 
ſtruction, and deſign'd to remind us whenſoever 
we read them, that we are ſtill under the ſam; 
Providence with thoſe which have gone be 
fore us, and that God's Hand is not ſhortned, 
but that he is (till able to deſtroy or deliver, a 
{hall ſeem belt to his infinite Wiſdom. And 
fo the Apoſtle St. Peter argues in his ſecon 
Epiſtle at the Fourth Verſe, That if God ſpare 


to Hell, and delivered them into Chains of Dark 


neſs to be reſerv'd unto Judgment: and ſpare 


not the Old World, but ſaved Noah the Eight 


Perſon, a Preacher of Righteouſneſs, bringing in t 
Flood upon the World of the Ungoaly ; and ſo on 
he concludes in the Ninth Verſe, The Lon 
knoweth how to deliver the Goaly out of Tempt ati 
ons, and to reſerve the Unjuſt unto the Day i 


Judgment to be puniſhed, This Conſideratiof 


ſhould make us circumſpect in our Behaviour 
which doth not conſiſt in a preciſe, form. 
Carriage, but in conſcientiouſiy and impart 
ally executing whatſoever is required of u 


_ Belides the general Notion of the Provident 
of God, and Rewards and Puniſhments, 
have in the Scriptures ſomething itil behind 
the laſt Moment and Conſequence to us; nam 
ly, the Incarnation of our Bleſſed Lord a 


Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and the Purchaſe of eve 
laſting Happineſs by the Means of his Merit 
rious Death and Paſſion. We have there t 


D 


Children in the Scriptures. 
Doctrine of the Reſurrection of the dead plain- 
y taught, and are there aſſured of the Certainty 
df our Saviour's coming to judge the Quick and 

e Dead. This is the Doctrine which was to 
he Jews a Stumbling - bloct, and to the Greeks 
voliſhneſs. Fooliſhneſs to the Greeks, becauſe 
hey could reliſh nothing but what they had 
earned either from the Cuſtoms of their own 
ountrymen, or the Opinions of their Philoſo- 
hers, who were intirely ignorant of God's be- 
i manifeſted in the Fleſh. A Stumbling-block to 


JariWhe Jews, who tho? they believed and expect- 
pared that there ſhould be a Meſfah, yet expected 
1g"&1fo that he ſhould make a vaſtly different Ap- 


jearance from that of our Saviour, and inſtead 
df ſuffering a ſhameful Death, have triumph'd 
dyer their Enemies, and reign'd victorious, | 
[heſe are the wonderful and inexpreſſible 
yſteries of our moſt Holy Religion: theſe 
are the Things which the Angels, as the Apoltle 
10U'Wneaks, _ fo look into. Here it is that we are 
ormo exerciſe our Faith; Theſe being Truths of 
uch a Nature, that without the Belief of them 
Pur Bleſſed Saviour and his Holy Apoſtles have 
affirmed, that it is impoſſible for us to be ſaved. 
heſe we find clearly laid down in the Scrip- 
ures, and in theſe ought our Meditation to be 
a exerciſed, , __ 
namy We have here all thoſe Duties inculcated 
hich tend to the making us as compleat in this 
Wife as our Weakneſs will permit, and perfect 
na the next. So that we have no need of the 
uſty Opinions of ancient Fblgſophers, * 
„ 2 e- 
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to find out. What ſhall T do to be ſaved? ſays 


that deſpightfally aſe you and perſecute you, that 


| Heaven, for he maketh his Sun to riſe on the Evil 


how to behave our ſelves, not only in every 


%. 


10 The Neceſſity of inſtrucling 
frequently contradict one another, and are Wtatic 
very often built upon very unſound and falſe Myhic 


ill 

ferfu 
manc 
ice, 
Til: 
1118, 
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Foundations. The beſt Uſe we can make of 
them, is to admire and praiſe the infinite Good? 
neſsof God to his Church, in that he was pleas'd 
to revealro it at once by his only begotten Son, 
the only way to 'Happineſs, which they, not. 
withſtanding their ſingular Abilities and inde. 
fatigable Induſtry and Study, were never able 


the Jaylor, 4s 16. 3 1. Believe, ſays the Apo- 
{tle, on the Lord Jets Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be 


ſaved, and thy Houſe. As for practical Duties, Npiſ 
we have a moſt admirable Summary of them {Were r 
in our Saviour's Sermon * upon the Mount, Nin 
Bleſſed are the poor in Spirit, for theirs ii the the! 
Kingdom of Heaven. Bleſſed are the Merciful, fer Wnjoy 
they ſhall obtain Mercy. Bleſſed are the pure in Wood 
Heart, for they ſhall ſes God. Bleſſed are the Peace. Wan; 
makers, for they ſhall be called the Children of God. Nous 


Give to him that asketh, and from him that would 
borrow of thee turn thou not away. Love your E.: 
nemies, bleſs them that curſe you, and pray for them 


you may be the Children of yoar Father which is is 
and on the Good, and ſendei Rain on the Fuſe and 


on the Un juſt. = 
We have here the moſt exquiſite Directions 
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| d Mat. Chap. L. 6, 7a POS EM 
| E | | Sta- 


Children in the Scriptures. 11 

Ire tation, but alſo in every Condition of Life: 
Ifſe Wv hich by frequent Reading and Meditation 
of vill occur to our Memory, and be of won- 


ode erful Affiftance to us in the punctual Perfor- 
Sd Nnance of our Duty; ſometimes we have Ad- 
on, rice, as where the Apoſtle St. James lays *, 1s 
Ot- Ny among you affiicted ? Let him pray, Is any 


de. 
ble 
Vo 
po- 
t be 


err)? Let him ſing Pſalms. Recommending 
he one, as the moſt likely Means to remove 
dur Grief; the other, as the moſt ſpiritual way 
ff exprefling our Joy. Sometimes a poſitive 
Precept, as in the Sixth Chapter of the Firſt 


ies, NRpiſtle ro Timothy, ver. 17. Charge them that 
em ere rich in this World, that they be not High- 
mt, {nizded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, bur in 
the he living God, who giveth us richly all things to 


for enjoy. That they do good; that they be rich in 
in Mood Works; ready to diſtribute, willing to com- 
ace. Inaunicate, laying up in ſtore for themſelves a good 
Foundation againſt the time to come, that the 

vay lay hold on Eternal Life, And that of our 
bleſſed Saviour to his Apoltles, 4 New Command- 


bem nent I give unto you, that ye love one another. At 
hat Frher times we are inſtructed by Example; as 
in or Inſtance, in the Eleventh Chapter of the 
il 


piſtle to the Hebrews, where the Apoſtles gives 
is a large Catalogue of eminent Perſons, who 
or the ſake of a good Conſcience, and the 
Love of God, deſpiſed the Perſecutions of 
icked Men, and all the other Miſeries and 
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I 2 The Neceſſty of inſtructing 


k Calamities of this mortal Life, Theſe are aj 
N prudently to he made uſe of, and applied by % 
us according to the Variety of Circumſtan. /e 
ces, under which it ſhall pleaſe Providence to he , 
place us. There being nothing can befal us / 
but what we may find ſomething ſuitableſſſ. © 
1 and applicable to in the Scriptures ; and more or 
Þ particularly in the P/alms of David, the Va. ther 
| riety of whoſe Circumſtances and different ide 
| Changes of Life, in all which he always had 
1 recourſe to God, gave him Occaſion to make 
| uſe of ſuch Expreſſions, as may with. a very 


little Alteration be ſuited to the Condition of 
every Man, whether in Proſperity or Adver- 
[ fity; and for that Reaſon the Church has 
H thought fit to make particular Uſe of that 
H Book in her Liturgy, and pious Men have in 
bi the ſeveral Ages both of the Jewiſh Syna- 
| gogue, and Chriſtian Church, made eſpecial 
1 uſe of it in their private Devotions. | 
It would be endleſs to enumerate all the 
Uſes, and point out the ſeveral Beauties and 
Excellencies which are to be found in the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. Theſe that I have touch'd upon 
are the molt material, as moſt contributing 
to the main End and Deliga of all, namely 
the Salvation of Mankind. I proceed there 
fore to the Second Head, [28 


II. The Obligation we lie under to teach then 
Mt”. ES. g 


Ver 
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Children in the Scriptures; . "= 


an Ver. 7. And thou ſhalt teach them diligently unto 
by hy Children; and ſhalt talk of them when thou 
an. Nitteſt in thine Houſe, and when thou walkeſ} by 
eto! 772 and when thou lieſt down, and when thou 
| us / 4%. 1 54 
ble! Cruel Parents are thoſe who beget Children 


for their own Pleaſure, and then take no fur- 


ore 

Va. ther Care of them, unleſs it be barely to pro- 
rent Nride for their Bodies. That Man had better 
had never have been born, that lives without the 
lake Knowledge of his chiefeſt Good. Who is ac- 


quainted only with the Brutal and Animal 
Life, and partakes of ſuch things only as are 
ommon to the Beaſts. Who lives either in 


er- 
he the utter Ignorance of his Duty or which is 
thatlorſe, in the apparent Neglect, if not Con- 


empt of it. All of which, are, generally 
Ipeaking, the accurſed Fruits of a perverſe E- 
ducation. For tho? there be ſuch a Root of 
MWPitcerneſs in us, as will in ſpight of all man- 
ner of Care produce ſuch Fruits as are proper 
to its kind: yet the Influence of being virtu- 
dufly and religiouſly brought up is incredible. 
Perſons who have enjoyed that Happineſs, tho? + 
they may through the Weakneſs of their own 
Nature, or the Temptations of the World, 
Iwerve aſide, and not always walk in a ſtreight 
Line; yet they are not likely to continue in 
a vicious Habit; but when they come to re- 
olle& what Comfort they enjoyed in a quiet 
onſcience, and the Practice of Religion, they 
deſpiſe all the Pleaſures of Sin as inſipid and 
nlayory in reſpect of the other, as well as 
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temporal and periſhing. Whereas thoſè poor 
Creatures who never had any Senſe at all of 
Religion planted in them when young, and 
have made Vice familiar by long Cuſtom; 
fin on without any Reflection, unleſs it be of 
Anger and Contempt of thoſe that endeavour 
to reſtrain them. Hence come thoſe innume- 
rable Miſchiefs both in Church and State, 
which are a Nuſance to the Publick, and ad- 
miniſter Matter of Grief and great Concern 
to all religious and well diſpoſed Per ſons 
And if it were but here and there one, we 
might hope to ſee it ſoon remedied : becauſe 
their being ſo few would render themfingular, 
which would be a Means to make them alter 
their Courſes, ſince no Man cares to be de- 
ſpiſed: but where the Multitude of Perſons 
equally concerned is gonſiderable, little is to 
be expected on a ſudden, ſince what Cuſtom 
hath authorized and rendred faſhionable, can 
not fail, how unreaſonable ſoever, of being at- 


* 


tended by a Multitude of Followers. 
ln the mean Time let rhofe to Whon 
God hath given a ſerious Senſe of Religion 
who know that it is abſolutely for their om 
Salvation, not negle& the Opportttnity of! 
filling it into their Children berimes ; ſod 
it may take deep Root before their Minds aft 
pPrepoſſeſſed and taken up with the Vanits 
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„I this Hatter Part there ave ſome TInftantes ond Er 
_ ndded frace dhe Sermon was pneach'd, } © i |! Lee 


— 


nds f They muſt needs be indulged whilſt 
they are young, and the tender Parent, when 


ery unreaſonable that you ſhould endeavour 
5 they ſay) 0 ſet an old Head upon 4 young 
wr of Shoulders. Mean while, thofe Thorns 


vod;which y on ſhall endeavour to plant after- 


dus Complaints of aged Parents bewailins 
ts Diſobedience of undutiful Children, whole 


ith Sorrow their Hairs to the Grave. 


1 their Infancy, tho* living under very 


gion pligent and ſometimes very wicked Parents: 

rom that ſhould be no more at Encouragement 

of in an Perſon to neglect the ſtrict Education 
his Children, than it would be for a Man ; 


throw himſelf from a ſteep place head! 
auſe another had fallen from thence wit 
breaking his Neck. 


eee of the Soil, a florhful Huſ- 


e op. OW 
ine 


al | Nor be aer Parent be ſo fond 
5 once to ae that a Senſe of Religion 
nil come upon them as they grow up. That 
boliſh Notion has been the Ruin'of Thou- 


ny Perfon o ers wholſom Advice, thinks it 


id Briars, thoſe Weeds and Thiftles are 
owing apace, which will, without God's 
ſpecial Grace, choak every Thing that is 


rards.. Hence come thoſe frequent and grie- | 


cked and perverſe Practices bring down 


cannot be denied but there have been In- 
ſees of Perſons, who by the Bleſſing of God 


* been vireuouſly and religiouſly diſpoſed 


| It hath fornetimes 
wened, that through the Favour of the Sea- 
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the moſt towardly Diſpoſitions, we have the 


- the Generality of Mankind to take that for a ate 
Rule, what could we expect but Famine? HAN 
We muſt not truſt to particular Inſtances, ¶ Hus 
but do our Duty, and where we meet with 


reateſt Encouragement for our Diligence, 
Let Children therefore, as ſoon as they ar: 
capable of underſtanding any thing, have in 
ſtilled into their Minds the Notion of a ſu very 
pream Being (that is, God) immortal, inviſi en 
ble, who views and obſerves all their Ad 
ons, though never ſo ſecret. It ought not ti 
be objected, that their Years, and tender Un 


derſtanding doth not render them capable Mb E 
any ſuch Apprehenſions, becauſe the Expetiſi but 
ence of all Mankind proves the contra ter C 
For how eaſy. a Matter is it (God knows tome 
often practis d) to ſcare poor Children wii they 
diſmal Stories of Fairies and Spirits, who, ¶ ties, 
it were not for that abominable PrejudicaW a 
would be no more afraid in the Night thagſh®n, 1 
in the Day. Their Minds eaſily receive au Toſte 
Impreſſion, and whatſoever you tell them the ſuch 
readily believe. If Perſons of good Senſe a ſtead 
Underſtanding had the Education of Chi ene 
dren, (for every one is not qualified for ti Their 


Truſt, chat can dreſs and feed them, or tea 
them to ſpeak and read) it would be no hat 
matter to imprint in their Minds ſuch N 
tions of a God, as ſhould make them both 
ſhamed and afraid to commit, or dare 00 
to deſign any thing ill, though never fo 
eure from any Ferſon's InſpeRi 4 * 
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afterall, this is the main Security we 
have in this Life. For this Reaſon the 
Husband may go a long Voyage, and not be 
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ſon we truſt ' our Lives every Moment in 
Converſation, when it is in our Power to 
wb and murder one another without Diſco- 
very, becauſe we ſuppoſe every Perſon we 
converſe with, to have ſuch a Senſe of Hu- 
manity and Religion; as not to do us any harm. 
dome indeed there may be of ſuch a baſe Spi- 
rit, as to be reſtrain'd from Miſchief only 
by Fear of the Law; but not only Charity, 
but Experience teaches us tojentertain a bet- 
ter Opinion of a great part of Mankind. If 


ys to ſome Mens Neceffities, or the Provocations 


wil they meet with, drive them to any Extremi- 

ies, it is no general Rule. However, ſince 
we are here in a wavering unſettled Conditi- 
on, the moſt proper Care we can take for 
e aul koſterity, is to implant, as ſoon as poſſible, 


ſteady Courſe to their Lives End. Parents 
generally think that they take good Care of 
their Childrens Education at the Beginning, 
[they be taught to read diſtinctly, tho? with- 
gut any regard to the Senſe: On the contra- 


dut for them ſuch Parts of Scripture as are 


een as their Underſtandings will hear them. 
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troubled with Jealouſy, becauſe he depends 
upon the Virtue of his Wife. For this Rea- 


ſuch Principles as may carry them on in a 


. Leet 


, - J "FS OF} * at, 
n 1 debts A 24 4 ti " K — I 2 Aa» "4 $0 , bla 4. 
. * 2 . "I" LT nt. 28 l an LI 3 wt , * Ä“V MO * 7 _ ' 1 . \ & a he's” 
n r R 9 A "Wc: enn p n R = * 1 a ; be) Waal: - 
n 4 . "a \ ' 2 * {8 7 X 1 a 8 of 4 . W * of MR r h 8 FLY WF 2 * 2 * 2 1% . ö ya 
* * P N * 999 naar \ 5 1 N 1 8 * p wx £ Y X's &4v51 * 4 : p = 
244 1 p 8 * g Fa Wann * ER Boe 3 + it e ITS et 14 5 FALLS . XY 
l 4 4 e p N 1 y * « : - * - = 
l l , = 4 f 


«1 — i 
1 1 
1 on 
bs 
i 5 
* . 
[ 
{ f . | 
g 9 
* 
—— þ © 
% 


ty, they who inſtruct them ought to ſingle 


like to make the ſtrongeſt Impreſſions upon” 
heir Minds, and apply them ſeriouſly as 
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' Let the two and, forty Children torn 
Pieces by che two Bears, put them in mind 
of the Reverence that is due to aged Perſons 
Teach them from the Examples of + Hophnil 
Phineas and Abſalom, the Judgments of God 
upon diſobedient Children; and let Gehaz 
fot for an Inſtance of a lying Servant. Thee it 
Dogs licking up the Blood of * Abab, and. 
devouring + Jezebel, is a great Example hoy 
much God abhors Oppreſon and Perjury 
The Hiſtory of || Joſeph will teach them not 
only Chaſtity, but Patience and Perſeverance 
Repreſent to them in lively Colours ||} Dania 
in the Lyons Den, and * Shadrach, : Meſhail 
and Abednego, in the midſt of the Fiery Fur: 
nace. +I omit producing more Inſtances tc 
avoid Tediouſneſs; but I dare venture tc 
affirm, that if inſtead of reading through 
whole Book from the Beginning to the End 
without any Diſtinction (in which there arc 
a great- many hard Names and Things,whic 
they cannot underſtand) this Method wa: 
lowed, of picking out particular Examples 
which awaken the Attention, ſtrike ſtrong] 
upon the. Imagination, and make a lafting 
Impreſſion upon the Memory; both the 
Teachers and the Children would ſoon find 
their Account in it. The former would per 
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Ble An. ed: —_ all Hi Sor 
tures" to be written for our Learning, grant that 
we ma) in ſuch wiſe; hear them, read, mark, 
1 learn, and inwardly digeſt them; 1 * by Pati: 
| ence and Comfort of T Holy Wa ord, we may em- 
4 brace and ever hold faſt the bleſſed Hope 
s lifting Life, whichthou haſt given as in our $4. 
” *' wept Jeſus 'Chriff-: Amen: oth 

Alle Peace of God, which. paſſeth all: Under: 
anding, keep pour Hearts and Minds in th 
1 owledge and Love of God, aud of his Son Jr. 
ſus Chriſt our Lord, and the Hang 1g f God Al. 
mighty,” the Father, the Songetand the Holy 
Ghoſt, be amongſt hun and remiin with you al. 
n reine 7. 
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